
Alcala, Abigail

From: KellyKraus-Lee <kellyakraus@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October
To: Amezcua, Valerie; Penaloza, David
Cc: eComment
Subject: Comment onAgenda Item3 - Recall Petition

DearMayor Amezcua andCouncilmember Penaloza,  

Iamaresident ofSanta Anaward6andIamwriting toexpress myconcern about therecall election using the
wrong ward maps. Idon'tquite understand how things gotthisfaralong without theRegistrar ofVoters
catching thiserror, but regardless, theCitysimply can'tfacetheriskofanexpensive legalbattle ontopofthe
expensive special election. Councilmember Lopez isupforre-election inayear - let'sletthenewWard3voters
decide thenwhotheywant representing them.  

Thank you,  
KellyKraus-Lee
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Alcala, Abigail

From: Jonathan Mehta Stein <JStein@commoncause.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 20239:37AM
To: eComment
Subject: Submission forSpecial CityCouncil Meeting, Oct30, 2023
Attachments: SantaAnaRecall Letter - CACommon Cause - Oct302023.pdf

DearMayor Amezcua andSanta AnaCityCouncil,  

California Common Cause isanonpartisan nonprofit organization dedicated tofair, transparent, and
participatory localandstate democracy. Wesubmit theattached letter aspublic comment fortoday'sspecial
meeting oftheCityCouncil.   

Thank youandbestwishes,   

Jonathan

JonathanMehtaStein (he/him)  
Executive Director, California CommonCause
phone: 408-533-3643
web: commoncause.org/ca
twitter: @_jonathanstein

YoucansupportourworkbymakingataxdeductiblecontributiontoCaliforniaCommonCausehere!  
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October 30, 2023

Mayor Amezcua andSanta AnaCityCouncil
20Civic Center Plaza
Santa Ana, CA92701
Submitted viaecomment@santa- ana.org

RE:  Legal Questions about Recall Election ofCouncilmember Jessie Lopez

DearMayor Amezcua andMembers oftheCityCouncil,  

California Common Cause isanonpartisan nonprofit organization dedicated tofair, transparent,  
andparticipatory localandstatedemocracy. Wewrite today toaddress thecontroversy
surrounding therecall election ofCouncilmember Jessie Lopez.   

Asyouknow, California Election Code only permits thevoters whoelected anofficial torecall
redistricting

boundaries have legaleffect. Additionally, - redistricting
boundaries aredueavoteonanyrecall that issuccessfully andappropriately qualified.   

Asanorganization wearenot invested inSanta Anapolitics, havenoviewonCouncilmember
Lopezs performance asacouncilmember, andtakenoposition onthemerits oftherecall. Asa
result, wespeak only fromourunderstanding ofthelaw, which leadsustothefollowing
conclusion: While therewereserious errors committed bytheRegistrar ofVoters andtheCity,  
andcanceling therecall election would bedeeply unfair totheproponents oftherecall who
simply followed directions fromthose twoentities, theresidents ofthepost-redistricting Ward3
donotactually havethelegal right torecallCouncilmember Lopez. Additionally, almost1,200
residents ofthepre-redistricting Ward 3havethelegal right todecide ontherecall, should it
move forward, anddonothave theballots theyneed inorder todoso.  

Werecognize significant money hasbeenspentbytheCityand theRegistrar inpreparing forthe
recall election, andproponents oftherecall haveexpended effort andmoney inpursuit oftheir
goals. Butgiven thefactsabove, wehave verysignificant questions about thelegal validity of
therecallandwould anticipate that ifitwere tomove forward, theresult would quickly be
challenged incourtbymembers ofthecommunity, resulting insubstantial legal feesfortheCity.   

Weappreciate thedifficulty ofthissituation andwishyouwell inyourattempts tofindthemost
appropriate resolution possible.   

Sincerely,   

Jonathan Mehta Stein
Executive Director, California Common Cause
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Alcala, Abigail

From: Katherine Freeman <katherinefreeman536@gmail. com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 
To: eComment
Subject: Voting "YES" OnRecallofJesseLopez!! 

Please count myvotetocontinue withFairness fortheRECALL!  SOMUCH NEEDED TOHELP OUR
COMMON SENSE VALUES OFSAFETY AND COMMUNITY INSTEAD OFABOTCHED
ERROR BYTHEROVclerk. Horrible!  
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Alcala, Abigail

From: KellyMedina <kellymedina@icloud.com> 
Sent: Monday, October
To: eComment
Subject: Nov. 14, 2023recallelection

LettheNov. 14, 2023recallelectiongoforth. Everything wasdoneingoodfaith. Sheisseemingly justsearching foran
obscure loophole toavoidtherecall.   

Blessings, KellyMedina
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Alcala, Abigail

From: IrmaJauregui <ipjauregui7@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October
To: eComment
Subject: Special meeting andtherecall

DearMayorAmezcuaandCouncilmembers

Asaveryconcerned citizenandlongtimeresidentofSantaAna, Iamintotalsupportoflettingthevotershavetheir
voiceandlettherecallgoforward. Therearetimesthatwehearallofyouspeak, buttherearetimesthatwespeak, and
thisitIT!!  
Manyofuslistenandgotomeetingsandgiveourinputandyouhavetherighttoalsohavetheviewsexpressed onhow
tocareforourcity, buttherearetimessuchasnowthatyoumusthearfromus, thecitizensofthecityandnotinterfere
withourvoicetospeak.  
Ifyouareconcernedwiththeprocessthatsolelybelongstotheregistrarofvoterstothoroughly review, theyhaveto
havethesignatures vetted, sothenletthe processproceed, that’stheirownandsolelyresponsibility, notyours, soletit
be!  
Thankyou
IrmaPJauregui
SantaAnaresident

SentfrommyiPad
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Alcala, Abigail

From: Carlos Perea <carlos@harborinstituteoc. org> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 20232:37PM
To: Amezcua, Valerie; Phan, Thai; Vazquez, Benjamin; Bacerra, Phil; Penaloza, David; Lopez,  

Jessie; Hernandez, Johnathan; eComment; Carvalho, SoniaR. 
Cc: TracyLa; Carolina Sarmiento; FabyJacome; MaiNguyen Do
Subject: Agenda Item #3 - Concerns withElections Integrity inSantaAna
Attachments: 10.30.23SACityCouncil Discussion ofRecall Election Integrity.pdf

DearMayorValerieAmezcuaandSantaAnaCityCouncilMembers,  

Pleaseseeattachedletterfromourorganizationsexpressingdeepconcernsabouttheissuesraisedbythe
OrangeCountyRegistrarofVotersBobPageregardingtherecallelectionofSantaAnaCity
Councilmember JessieLopez.  

TheSantaAnaCityCouncilhastheresponsibilitytomaintainthecity'selectoralintegrityandupholdthe
democraticrightsofitsresidents.  

Sincerely,  

HarborInstituteforImmigrant & EconomicJustice
VietRISE
ElCentroCulturaldeMéxico
OrangeCountyJusticeFund

CarlosPerea
He/Him
Executive Director,   
Harbor Institute forImmigrant & Economic Justice

carlos@harborinstituteoc. org

www.harborinstituteoc.org

837NRossSt, SantaAna, CA92701
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Alcala, Abigail

From: JulieHumphreys <jphlegal@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, October
To: eComment
Subject: Re: 10/30/23Special Meeting Agenda Item3: SANTA ANAMUST CANCEL UNLAWFUL

WARD3RECALL ELECTION

Mayor Amezcua andCityCouncilmembers,  

Iapplaud youforrecognizing theseriousness ofthelegal issues plaguing therecallpetition and
pending voteinWard3byholding thisSpecial Meeting.   

Given theissuessuccinctly outlined inthe10/26/23letter fromtheOrange County Registrar of
Voters, notonlydidtherecallpetition failtoqualify withsufficient signatures from2020Ward3
residents, but357ballots havebeenmailed toineligible voters (whowerenot2020Ward3
residents), andawhopping 1186residents in2020Ward3havenotbeengivenanyballots, thus
completely disenfranchising them. Tododoanything other thanimmediately cancel thistainted and
patently unlawful recall election wouldbeatravesty andwouldresult inexpected litigation andcost
thecityevenmoremisspent funds.  While thismaybedisappointing torecall proponents, theyhave
noonetoblamebutthemselves (and, perhaps their legaladvisors).   

Iftherecall proponents wanttopursue another recall attempt, theyshould dosousing thecorrect
2020Ward3maps.  

Regards,  

JulieHumphreys

The
linke
d
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Message sent via Nixle | Gotonixle.com | Unsubscribe

Sunday October 29, 2023, 5:00PM

CityofSantaAna
Downtown Orange County
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Advisory: SantaAnaCityCounciltohavespecialmeetingonMonday,  
October30, toaddressWard3specialrecallelection

Dear Joanne Payne,  

SANTA ANA, Calif. – Mayor Valerie Amezcua hascalled aspecial meeting oftheSantaAnaCity
Council toaddress aletter received fromOrange County Registrar ofVoters BobPage regarding the
Ward3special recall election scheduled forNov. 14, 2023.  

Thespecial meeting will take placeat5:30p.m. onMonday, Oct. 30, 2023, intheCityCouncil
Chamber, 22Civic Center Plaza, SantaAna. Theagenda forthespecial meeting isavailable at
https://www.santa-ana.org/agendas-and-minutes/.  

Iamextremely concerned about theissues raised bytheRegistrar ofVoters about theupcoming
special election,” Mayor Amezcua said. “Itisvital that theCityCouncil meet quickly todetermine what
action, ifany, mustbetakentoprotect theintegrity ofourelections andtoensure that thewillofSanta
Anavoters iscarried outthrough afairandtransparent electoral process.”  

More information about thespecial election isavailable athttps://www.santa-ana.org/elections/.  

Forfulldetails, viewthismessage ontheweb.  

SentbyCityofSantaAna
20CivicCenterPlaza, 8thFloor/ P.O. Box1988, SantaAna, CA92701
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Tomanageyouremailsettings, clickhere. Toupdateyouraccountsettings, loginhere.  
Ifyouprefernottoreceivefutureemails, unsubscribe here.  
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2023Everbridge, Inc. Allrightsreserved.   
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Alcala, Abigail

From: Bulmaro Vicente <boomer@chispaoc.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 20232:47PM
To: eComment
Subject: 10/30Special CCMeeting SignonLetter toCouncil- Item #3
Attachments: 10_30SignonLetter toSantaAnaCityCouncil - Item #3.docx.pdf

Hello,   

Please seetheattached letter totheSanta AnaMayor andCityCouncil onagenda Item #3fortheSpecial City
Council Meeting. Onbehalf oftheorganization andindividual signers, weurgeyoutoputanimmediate end
tothespecial recall targeting Mayor ProTemJessie Lopez.   

InSolidarity,  

Boomer
Policy andPolitical Director | Chispa
e: boomer@chispaoc. orgc: 714.747.4271
1505E17thStreet Suite 117Santa Ana, CA92705

Chispa isbuilding apolitical home foryoung Latinxs inOrange County! Please consider making a
donation tohelp usbuild ourcasita. Chispa isaproject ofTides Advocacy, a501c4 non-profit
organization.  
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Alcala, Abigail

From: JuliaGomez <JGomez@aclusocal.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 20233:30PM
To: eComment
Cc: Amezcua, Valerie; Lopez, Jessie; Phan, Thai; Vazquez, Benjamin; Bacerra, Phil;  

Hernandez, Johnathan; Penaloza, David; Carvalho, SoniaR. 
Subject: Public Comment reOctober 30CityCouncil Meeting
Attachments: 2023.10.30ACLU SoCalLetter toSantaAnaCityCouncil reNovember Recall.pdf

A?achedpleasendpubliccommentontoday’sspecialmee?ng.   

Best,   

Julia

JuliaGomez, StaffAttorney
ACLUofSouthernCalifornia
1313W8thStreet, Suite200
LosAngeles, CA90017
o) 213.977.5258

aclusocal.org ||  facebook  ||  twitter  ||  blog  ||  app

ACLU SoCal: STAND FORJUSTICE >> Download ourmobileappatmobilejusticeca.org

THISMESSAGEISINTENDEDONLYFORTHEUSEOFTHEINDIVIDUALORENTITYTOWHICHITISADDRESSEDANDMAYCONTAIN
INFORMATIONTHATISPRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIALANDEXEMPTFROMDISCLOSUREUNDERAPPLICABLELAW.  IFTHEREADEROFTHIS
MESSAGEISNOTTHEINTENDEDRECIPIENTORTHEEMPLOYEEORAGENTRESPONSIBLE FORDELIVERINGTHEMESSAGETOTHE
INTENDEDRECIPIENT, YOUAREHEREBYNOTIFIEDTHATANYDISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTIONORCOPYINGOFTHISCOMMUNICATIONIS
STRICTLYPROHIBITED.  
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Sentviaemail

October30, 2023

SantaAnaMayorandCityCouncil
22CivicCenterPlaza
SantaAna, CA92701
eComment@santa-ana.org

Re:  October30CityCouncilSpecialMeeting
ConcernsOverNovember14RecallElection

DearMayorAmezcuaandMembersoftheCityCouncil:  

TheACLUFoundationofSouthernCaliforniarespectfullyurgestheCityCounciltotake
seriouslytheongoinglegaldeficiencieswiththescheduledWard3November14recallelection

NovemberRecall”). TheCityCouncilmustalsoensurethatvotersresidingwithinWard3’spre- 
redistrictingboundarieshaveanopportunitytovoteinanyrecallelectionconductedpriortoNovember
2024relatedtoCouncilmember JessieLopez. Todate, over1,000eligiblevotershavenotreceivedmail
ballotsfortheNovemberRecall, raisingurgentconcernsaboutwhetherelectionsofficialswillbeableto
timelyadministertheelection.   

ThePre-RedistrictingWard3LinesMustbeUsedforAnyRecallElectionInvolving
CouncilmemberLopez

CouncilmemberLopezwaselectedtorepresentWard3in2020, beforetheCityCouncil
redistricteditswardmapin2022resultinginnewWard3boundarylines. CouncilmemberLopez’sterm
issettoexpirefollowingtheNovember2024elections. TheElectionsCodeisclearthatpost-redistricting
linescannotbeusedtoattempttorecallCouncilmember Lopez. Cal. Elec. Code § 21626 (post- 
redistrictinglinescannotbeusedin “aspecialelectiontofillavacancyor \[in\] arecallelection.”); seealso
id. § 21626(a) (“\[t\]hetermofofficeofanycouncilmember . . . whosetermofofficehasnotexpiredshall

1notbeaffected” byredistricting). Forthesamereason, anypetitiontorecallCouncilmember Lopezmust
containsufficientverifiedsignaturesofregisteredvoterswhoresidewithinthepre-redistrictingWard3
lines. Id. § 100 (onlyapersonwhoiseligibletovoteintheelectionmaysignapetitionforthatelection);  
id. § 11221(a) (outliningthenumberofrequiredsignaturesfromregisteredvoterswhoresideinthe
electoraljurisdiction” foranywardrecall). Thus, thereisnodisputethatthepetitionfortheNovember

1Californiacourtshavelikewiseconsistently interpreted statelawtorequirethattheboundarylinesusedtoelectan
officialmustbeusedtorecallthatofficialortofillavacancyfortheirunexpired term. See, e.g., Sloanv. Donoghue, 20
Cal. 2d607, 609 (1942) (holdingthat, following thedeathofanelectedofficial, thespecialelectiontofilltheremainderof
theirtermshouldbeheldinthedistrictasconstitutedatthetimeoftheoriginalelection); Legislaturev. Reinecke, 10Cal.  
3d396, 404-06 (1973) (holdingthatifvacancies inthesenateoccurred indistrictsbeforethenextregularelection, they
wouldbefilledusingthepre-redistricting boundaries).  
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SantaAnaCityCouncil
October30, 2023 Page2

Recallwasimproperlyverified, thatallvoterswholiveinpre-redistrictingWard3mustbeallowedto
voteinanyWard3recallelectionheldbeforeNovember2024, andthatindividualswholiveoutsidethe
boundariesofpre-redistrictingWard3arenotentitledtovoteinanyWard3recallelectionheldbefore
November2024, includingtheNovemberRecall. Importantly, preventingeligiblevotersfromcastinga
ballot, allowingineligiblevoterstocastaballot, andmakingerrorssufficienttochangetheoutcomeofan
electionareindependentgroundsforinvalidatingelectionresults. Id. §§ 16100(d)-(f).  

TheCityCouncilMustEnsurethatVotersareNotDisenfranchised

OnOctober15, theRegistrarofVoterssentoutmailballotsandvoterinformationguides
VIGs”) fortheNovemberRecalltoallvoterswhoresidewithinthepost-redistrictingWard3lines,  

2including357voterswhodonotqualifytovoteintherecall. Especiallyconcerningisthefactthat1,186
3voterswhoresidewithinthepre-redistrictingWard3lineshavenotreceivedmailballotsorVIGs,in

violationofSection4005(a)(8) oftheElectionsCode. Itisunclearifelectionsofficialshavethecapacity
toprintandmailballotsassoonaspossibletothosevoterswhohavenotyetreceivedballotsandhow
officialswillworktoreachthesevotersandensurethattheyareawareoftheelectionandhaveaccessible
votingoptions. TheCityCouncilmustthusconsidernotjustwhethertomoveforwardwiththeNovember
Recallduetothelegaldeficiencieswiththeschedulingoftherecall, butwhethermovingforwardwould
disenfranchiseupto1,186voters.   

WeurgetheCityCounciltofocustonight’sdecisiononensuringthatvotersarenot
disenfranchisedandprotectingtheintegrityofelections. Shouldyouhaveanyquestions, pleasedonot
hesitatetocontactmeatjgomez@aclusocal.org.   

Sincerely,   

JuliaA. Gomez
SeniorStaffAttorney

Cc: ValerieAmezcua, Mayor, vamezcua@santa-ana.org
JessieLopez, MayorProTem, jessielopez@santa-ana.org
ThaiVietPhan, Councilmember, tphan@santa-ana.org
BenjaminVazquez, Councilmember, bvazquez@santa-ana.org
PhilBacerra, Councilmember, pbacerra@santa-ana.org
JonathanRyanHernandez, Councilmember, jryanhernandez@santa-ana.org
DavidPenaloza, Councilmember, dpenaloza@santa-ana.org
SoniaR. Carvalho, CityAttorney, scarvalho@santa-ana.org

2SeeCityofSantaAnaSpecialRecallElectionCalendarNov. 14, 2023, at1,  
https://ocvote.gov/sites/default/files/elections/2023anah/SARCL2023/City%20of%20Santa%20Ana%20Recall%20Electio
n%20Calendar%2011.14.23_0.pdf; Oct. 26, 2023LetterfromOrangeCountyRegistrarofVotersBobPagetoSantaAna
CityClerkJenniferL. HallreNov. 14RecallElectionat1, 3 (“Oct. 26Letter”), https://santa- 
ana.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=21000&type=2.  
3SeeOctober26Letterat1, 3.  
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Alcala, Abigail

From: FLORBarajas-Tena <fbtena@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 
To: eComment
Subject: Fwd: Undeliverable: October 30thSpecial CityCouncil Meeting

Forwarded message ---------  
From: <postmaster@santa- ana.org>  

Date: Mon, Oct30, 2023at3:32 PM
Subject: Undeliverable: October 30thSpecial CityCouncil Meeting
To: <

Deliveryhasfailedtotheserecipientsorgroups:  

e-comments@santa-ana.org

Theemailaddress youentered couldn'tbefound. Please check therecipient'semailaddress andtry
toresend themessage. Iftheproblem continues, please contact youremailadmin.  

Diagnosticinformationforadministrators:  

Generatingserver: Della.cosa.private

e-comments@santa-ana.org
RemoteServerreturned '5505.1.10RESOLVER.ADR.RecipientNotFound; RecipientnotfoundbySMTPaddress lookup'  

Originalmessageheaders:  

Received: from Della.cosa.private (10.10.30.26) byDella.cosa.private
10.10.30.26) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,  

cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_128_GCM_SHA256) id15.1.2507.32; Mon, 30Oct
2023 15:32:20 -0700

Received: from IMSVA.santa-ana.org (192.168.240.20) byDella.cosa.private
10.10.30.26) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,  

cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_128_GCM_SHA256) id15.1.2507.32viaFrontend
Transport; Mon, 30Oct 2023 15:32:20 -0700

Received: from IMSVA.santa-ana.org (unknown \[ 127.0.0.1\])  
by IMSVA ( Postfix) with ESMTP id5A9C2C0BD
for <e-comments@santa- ana.org>; Mon, 30Oct 2023 15:31:42 -0700 (PDT)  

Received: from IMSVA.santa-ana.org (unknown \[ 127.0.0.1\])  
by IMSVA ( Postfix) with ESMTP id1E5AFC0BC
for <e-comments@santa- ana.org>; Mon, 30Oct 2023 15:31:42 -0700 (PDT)  

Received: from mail-ed1-f42.google.com (unknown \[ 209.85.208.42\])  1



From: FLOR Barajas-Tena <
To: <e-comments@santa- ana.org>  
Cc:   
Bcc:   
Date: Mon, 30Oct202315:31:51 -0700
Subject: October 30thSpecial CityCouncil Meeting
MyName isFlorBarajas TenaandIliveinWard3. Iamcalling ontheSACityCouncil tostopandcancel this
sham recall.   

Thank youforyourtime
FlorBarajas Tena
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