
Wojaczynski, Brittany

From: Wendy Haase <wendy@travelsantaana. com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 202210:07AM
To: eComment
Subject: Importance ofevents toDowntown SantaAna

DearSantaAnaCityCouncil,  

Theproposed dissolutionoftheSantaAnaBusinessCouncilandDowntown SantaAna, Inc. raisesconcernsforthe
fundingandoperations ofsomeofSantaAna’ssignatureevents, includingDancing intheStreets, ArtwalkandSavor.   

Theseeventshighlight thedestination’sartsandcultures, differentiate SantaAnafromotherOCdestinations anddraw
bothresidentsandvisitorstothedowntown’sdiningandretail.  

Theorganization’sbrandingefforts, whichfocusedoncommunity engagement showedthat70% oftheparticipants see
SantaAna’spersonality as “acommunity thatvaluesartsandculture.” And61% stronglyassociate “culturaldiversityand
events” withthedestination.   

Thesesignatureeventsdrawovernight visitorstothecity’shotelsandmotels, generating transitoccupancy taxwith
revenuegoingintothecity’sgeneral fundcoveringthecostofroadrepairs, education, police, fireandmore. An
estimated $7millionisanticipated for2021-2022.   

According toTravelSantaAna’svisitoranalysis, theDowntown Artwalk isthenumberonepointofinterestmonthover
month. Evenin2021withCOVIDrestrictions prohibiting theeventforthefirstsevenmonths, theeventdrewnearly
4,000visitorstodowntown.   

Theseeventshavepotential tobringmoreresidentsandvisitorstodowntown tosupporteconomic growthnowthat
TravelSantaAna’smarketing andsaleseffortsareactive. Wefeature theseeventsontravelsantaana.comandtheywill
behighlighted inthecity’sinaugural visitorsguide. TheArtwalkandDancing intheStreetsarealsofeatured inthe
ProudSantanero” campaign. Thedestination marketing organization showcased Savortomeeting planners toprovide

anoverviewofthedestination’sculinary offerings, toattractgroupbusiness toourhotelsandeventvenues.  

Whendiscussing thefutureofadowntown BIDorassociation, pleaseconsidermaintaining thefundingandoperations
ofdowntown’ssignatureevents, Artwalk, Dancing intheStreets, andSavor. Thankyou.  

BestRegards,  
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