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www.kennedycommission.org
17701CowanAve., Suite200

MayorPulidoandCityCouncil Irvine, CA 92614
9492500909CityofSantaAna

20CivicCenterPlaza
SantaAna, CA92701

RE: 19G: SantaAnaGeneralPlanHousingElementUpdate

DearCityCouncilmembers:   

TheKennedyCommission (theCommission), abroad-basedcoalitionofresidentsandcommunity
organizations, advocatesfortheproductionofhomesaffordableforfamiliesearninglessthan
27,000annuallyinOrangeCounty.  Formedin2001, theCommissionhassuccessfullypartnered

andworkedwithOrangeCountyjurisdictions tocreateeffectivehousingandland-usepoliciesthat
haveledtothenewconstructionofhomesaffordabletolower-incomeworkingfamilies.  

Asyouareaware, HousingElementsforthe6thcycleplanningperiod (2021-29) areduetothe
CaliforniaDepartmentofHousingandCommunityDevelopmentbyOctober2021.  The

programs, policies, zoning, andfunding, aswellasinreducingcurrentobstaclestoaffordable
housingdevelopment.  WealsounderstandtheimportanceofHousingElements inaddressingracial
equityinhousing, particularly withthenewstatutoryrequirements mandatingtheinclusionof

1programsthataffirmatively furtherfairhousingin6thcycleHousingElements.  Ourworkfocuses
onensuringthateachjurisdiction increasesaffordablehousingopportunitiesbyimplementing
provenstrategies, policies, andincentivesthatencourageaffordablehousingdevelopment.   

Further, theCommissionseekstoensurethatjurisdictionsengagethepublicinrevisingtheir
HousingElements.  Publicengagement isanecessarycomponentoftheHousingElementprocess
asCaliforniaHousingElementlawstates: Thelocalgovernment shallmakeadiligenteffortto
achievepublicparticipationofalleconomicsegmentsofthecommunity inthedevelopmentofthe
housingelement... Broadparticipationandtrueengagementofthepublicincreases thelikelihood
thatthecommunitymembersinvolvedinthediscussionandplanningprocesseswillsupportnew
housingstrategiesandhousingdevelopments.  Publicengagement shouldincludeparticipation from
residentsofdiversecommunities, housingconsumers, serviceproviders, andadvocates.  

AstheCityembarksuponthe2021-29HousingElementupdate, theCommission requeststhatthe
CityincludeusintheupcomingHousingElement reviewandevaluationofthecurrent5thcycle
planningperiodgoals, policies, andaccomplishments.  TheCommission furtherrequeststhatthe
Cityconductarobustpublicparticipationprocessforthe6thcycleHousingElementupdateand
thatitincorporate theCommission, affordablehousingadvocates, andresidentsoflow-income
communities inthisprocess.  WebelievethatyouwillachieveastrongerHousingElementupdate
throughdiversecommunityparticipation, outreach, andcommunityplanningprocess.  

Toensureadequatepublicparticipation theCommission recommends thefollowing:  

1California Government Code § 8899.50 (Assembly Bill 686).  
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1. TheCityshouldengagecommunityparticipationandfeedbackatallstagesofthe
HousingElementreviewandupdate.  Participationshouldnotbelimitedtopublic
hearings.  

2. TheCityshouldallowforvariousmethodsofengagement toencouragepublic
participation.  Forinstance, formembersofthepublicwhomaynothaveaccesstothe
internetoracomputer, orwhoareunabletousevideoapplications, consistently
provideanadequate telephoneoption availableinmultiplelanguages andgenerally
ensurethatmembersofthecommunitywholackadequatetechnology canparticipate
inmeetingsabouttheHousingElementreview.  

3.  
createvariousplatforms (forexample, virtual, written, workshops, webinars,  
communitymeetings, andpublichearings) fortheengagementofcommunitymembers
whoresideinlower-incomecommunities, affordablehousingpartners, LegalAid
organizations, andadvocates.  

4. TheCityshouldcreateadiverseHousingElementWorkingGrouptoevaluatethe
currentHousingElementpoliciesandaccomplishments.  ThisWorkingGroupcould
helpcreatepoliciesandrecommendations forthenewHousingElementupdateto
ensurethatyoumeetthehousingneedsofthosewhoaremostvulnerableintheCity.  

5. TheCityshouldincludeTheCommission inanyanticipatedHousingElement
WorkingGroupandprovidetheopportunity fortheCommission toprovideits
analysison5thcycleRHNAprogressandbeapartofdevelopingpolicy
recommendations onthe6thcycleupdate.   

6. TheCityshouldengagecommunityorganizations representingandadvocatingfor
familiesandindividualsresidinginlower-incomecommunities toensurethatmembers
ofthesecommunitiescandirectlyparticipateandthattheCityconsiderstheir
perspectiveaspartoftheevaluationandcreationofpoliciesthatcreateaffordable
housing.   

WewouldappreciatetheCitygivingusnoticeofanypublicmeetingsregardingtheHousing
Element.  WelookforwardtoworkingwiththeCityof <<>> toencourageeffectivehousing
policiesthatwillhelpcreatebalancedhousingdevelopmentandcreatemuch-neededaffordable
housinginourlocalcommunities.  Ifyouhaveanyquestions, pleasefeelfreetocontactmeat (949)  
250-0909orcesarc@kennedycommission.org.  

Sincerely,  

CesarCovarrubias
ExecutiveDirector
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